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What is                ?

The STEM Equity and Success Initiative (SESI) is a

comprehensive, multifaceted program intended to

increase the participation and success rates of

Hispanix/Latinx/Chicanx and low-income students in STEM

fields and careers. SESI assists students with their

transition from high school to college or careers, program

completion, and transfer. It addresses key challenges

experienced by Hispanix/Latinx/Chicanx and other

underrepresented minorities, pursuing STEM majors.

The program includes early college STEM experiences, a

summer transition program that prepares students for

college success, and a learning community that features

hands-on STEM courses. As well as highly integrated

support services that include a Professional Learning

Community (PLC) of professors throughout their college

career at SCC.



Mission

SESI is dedicated to increasing the number of

Hispanix/Latinx/Chicanx and economically

disadvantaged students who enter and complete

educational opportunities in STEM fields of study.  We

are dedicated to developing model programs that

promote successful degree completion and transfer

from two-year HSIs to four-year institutions in STEM.

"My experience so far has been helpful and contained
continual growth. Without it I would probably not be
involved with college activities or have a great
persistence to achieve high grades."

SESI Student Testimonials

- Rebeca



Student Learning Community

Objectives

Learning Objective 3 - Improve Academic Outcomes

Learning Objective 1 - Increase Sense of Social Belonging

Learning Objective 2- Improve Academic Engagement 

Learning Objective 4 - Increase Student Persistence and

Graduation Rates for Minority 

SESI participants’ sense of social belonging will
increase by helping students view challenges
encountered in the transition to college as normal so
they are able to remain socially and academically
engaged in the face of challenges. A sense of
familia, culturally relevant activities and pedagogy
will also be provided.

Through their SESI experience, participants will be
able to improve academic engagement by building
positive relationships with their professors and
having culturally diverse opportunities to participate
in active learning.

Through their SESI experience, participants will
improve their academic outcomes by increasing
their sense of social belonging, being in an
environment that encourages learning, improves
student behavior and creates better academic
performance.

SESI participants’ persistence and graduation rates
will increase by providing accelerated college level
courses and guaranteed spaces in general
education courses.



Program Components
Acceleration to Core STEM Courses:  STEM pathways leading to a
degree, transfer, certification, or skill development (including GE) with
multiple entry points based on student readiness and interests. 

Learning Community Courses: A cohort-based pedagogy will be
used by integrating a learning model, culturally inclusive, and authentic
learning experiences, aligned with K-12, 4-yr, and STEM industry
sectors. Guaranteed learning community courses (LC) for four
semesters.

Dedicated Counseling Services: Our SESI counselor is dedicated to
offering students the support needed to succeed at SCC. The
counselor(s) are here to assist students with registration, class
selection, as well as academic, career, and personal counseling. The
SESI counselor(s) are also here to provide transfer assistance to four-
year and/or private educational institutions.

Dedicated Student Support Specialist: Our SESI Student Support
Specialist(s) are dedicated to communicating with students to move
them through the Steps to Success, and core services. Using a case-
management approach, they provide students with referrals and
resources to meet their educational and vocational career objectives.
 
SESI Lending Library/ Technology: As a SESI student, assistance is
available for the purchase of your required General Education books. 

Peer Mentoring/Tutoring: As part of a support team, peer
mentors/tutors will encourage SESI students to embrace college life,
while recognizing the importance of overcoming the many demands
they face to successfully achieve their academic goals. 

Extracurricular Activities: STEM Industry field trips, Professional
Learning (PLC) community- building socials, Healing/Community
Circles. 

Career Exposure Opportunities: Placements of regional internships
during their second college year.



Student Expectations
In order to assist your experience and to ensure your success in our SESI
project, the following expectations need to be agreed to and clearly
understood by each SESI participant:

Must enroll into LC courses and INDIS 313 section that are linked to the
MakerSpace and HackerLab
Submit one progress report each semester to SESI staff
Meet with your mentor/tutor at least two hours per week

three mentor-mentee contacts will include evaluations
Complete at least 16 study hours per week and submit log in paper or
online (e.g. library, at home, professors' office hours, SCC resources,
Instructional assistant, embedded tutors)

Mandatory meeting with SESI Counselor twice each semester

Maintain Communication with SESI team each through: GroupMe, text
message, SCC email, phone calls, Social Media, SLACK, Canvas, Zoom
Communicate with teachers for pre-arranged absences (e.g. athletic
competitions, students government functions, field trips

Attend SESI Summer Symposium (August)
Attend at least three events each semester with a follow-up activity
(e.g. STEM industry field-trips, PLC socials, Healing/Community circles)
Complete program surveys twice a semester (e.g. Basic Needs Survey,
end of semester survey, etc.)
If applicable, complete financial aid application before beginning first
semester and  between October-February
Apply to at least one scholarship 
Participate in at least 1 internship/job shadow/community service
during your 3rd academic semester.

Academics

Counseling

Communication

Engagement



Who we are
Since 1916, Sacramento City College has provided outstanding
academic and vocational training, and boasts 212 degree and
certificate programs. With the main campus located in the heart of
Sacramento, and college outreach centers in Davis and West
Sacramento, the college enrolls a diverse community of nearly 22,000
students and offers multicultural activities throughout the academic
year. For nearly 100 years, SCC has remained committed to fostering a
learning community that celebrates diversity, nurtures
personal growth, and inspires academic and economic leadership.

Building on the spirit of inclusion, SCC became a
founding member of the Los Rios Community College District in 1964, an
association currently made up of four institutions serving the greater
Sacramento area.

Sacramento City college is directly across from William Land Park

off Sutterville Road and Freeport Boulevard.

3835 Freeport Boulevard

Sacramento , CA 95822

The SESI Project is South Gym, 2nd Floor

Room 205

916-812-4331

RamirezM2@scc.losrios.edu

https://www.scc.losrios.edu/sesi/

Contact Us

SESIproject

sesi.stem

HSI SESI
Project


