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Abstract. Consistent with trends in higher education focusing on graduation and retention, professional 

advisors are being tasked by their home institutions to play a significant role in improving student term-

to-term persistence and timely path to graduation. Advisors are asked to track student persistence, 

course enrollment leading to on-time graduation, and advisee use of resources, such as peer tutoring 

and career coaching. Student goal setting can serve as the lever for achieving these objectives. By having 

students develop a clear path to graduation and a list of resources they need to achieve their goals, we 

promote student success. Attendees will learn how to develop, implement, and assess educational 

growth plans by leveraging the synergy created between advising and assignments in the first-year 

experience course.  
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